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Synopsis

"The autobiography of Mary Breckinridge, the remarkable founder of the Frontier Nursing Service.
Riding out on horseback, the FNS nurse-midwives, the first of their profession in this country,
proved that high mortality rates and malnutrition need not be the norm in rural areas. By their
example and through their graduates, the FNS has exacted a lasting influence on family health care

throughout the world."
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Customer Reviews

"Ashland Daily IndependentAn intensely personal account by an indomitable woman, born to the
purple, who dedicated herself to delivering health care to Eastern Kentucky mothers and

babies."a «Louisville Courier-Journal"A moving and provoking book."a *Nursing Times"No
Kentuckian should fail to read this story of unequaled dedication, unyielding determination, selfless
devotion, resolute courage, and exceptional adventure."a <Ashland Daily Independent"For anyone
interested in the Appalachian people, in nursing, or in a woman who had a dream and worked with
other women to make that dream a reality, this is an excellent book."a *Ashville Citizen-Times"This
will be a welcome reprint for those who want to know about a dynamic woman who rendered such a
worth-while service for her people."a ‘Back Home in Kentucky"This unusual and interesting book is
recommended reading for persons interested in the history of medicine, public health medicine, and
international health."a «Journal of the History of Medicine"An intensely personal account by an
indomitable woman, born to the purple, who dedicated herself to delivering health care to Eastern

Kentucky mothers and babies."a «Louisville Courier-Journal"Ashville Citizen-TimesThis will be a



welcome reprint for those who want to know about a dynamic woman who rendered such a

worth-while service for her people."a ‘Back Home in Kentucky

Good story, but very slow read. | was hoping for more about the US. Not so much interested in the

lengthy narration of her training in Europe.

Not everyone will appreciate "Wide Neighborhoods" as much as | do.After sleeping in Mary’s bed at
Wendover (now a Bed & Breakfast).And after spending a month working at the Hyden Hospital.And
after seeing patients at the Red Bird Outpost.And hiking the Mountain Trails--and spotting a
copperhead snake.No, not everyone will want to buy 5 copies as | have: One for my niece, one for a
friend in Australia, one for a church member keen on Kentucky history, another as a gift to a

Breckinridge family member--AND one to keep and read & re-read. --Dr. Bob

Fascinating part of history.

This is the story of my family heritage, being served by the Frontier Nurses,in the mountains of
eastern Kentucky. My mother told stories of theirriding boots and horses. | have underlined the

names of my family for my children to read.How blessed from God, for Mary and her vision.

| loved this book, a reprint of the personal memoir of the founder of America’s Frontier Nursing

Service. It's great that a book which has been out of print for many years is available again!

Adventurous and Spiritual uplifting biography of Mary Breckenridge as she shares stories of

developing the first Nurse Midwifery School in America.

Wonderful story that should be in every school. Our children should be learning our U.S. History and

the wonderful people that have advanced our nation in every field.

Wonderful information on Mary Breckinridge and midwifery !
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